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	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
3. People establish structures including governments to provide an organization to meet the needs of its citizens and define the rights and responsibilities of its citizens.
4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

3. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

4. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
5. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

6. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.
7. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
8. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

9. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.
10. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

11. Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.

12. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics.
13. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified
14. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
15. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.
16. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
17. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
18. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.




Unit I – Renaissance and Reformation
	Essential Question: What was “Reborn” in the Renaissance?

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will be able to:

	· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras.

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen throughout history and help us understand the present and prepare for the future

· Economic concepts and reasoning should be applied when evaluating historical and contemporary social developments and issues 

· Many institutions play a role in guiding, transmitting, preserving and changing culture 

· The perspectives of various groups are evident in their art, music, literature, and media and in turn reflect and share products and practices in the overall culture
· Places in the world are characterized by specific landforms, bodies of water, and physical features

· Geographic factors and processes both contribute to and impede the development and diffusion of people, products, and ideas.
	Describe the medieval society and mindset 

	
	Identify early seeds of constitutionalism in Western attitudes about the individual

	
	Identify historical events that sparked increased learning and contact with other cultures (e.g. Crusades, Black Plague)

	
	Identify why the Renaissance originated in Italy 

	
	Define humanism and use classical and Renaissance examples to illustrate its principles (e.g. art, music, literature, early science and technology)

	
	Analyze the causes and effects of the Protestant Reformation

	
	Apply reading, writing, speaking, listening, inquiry and research skills to the study of Renaissance and Reformation.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Suggested Strategies
	· Relate to current religious conflict in Europe, identify current Renaissance figures, observation and analysis of art, primary source work; textbook readings

	Suggested Assessments
	· Progressive map identification, testing, primary source response, homework checks

	Suggested Resources
	· Textbook: World History: Connections to Today (Prentice Hall, 2005)
Excerpts from The Prince, 95 Theses, PBS Empire Series: Martin Luther

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Webquest – The School of Athens, the web gallery of art, Youtube - Gothic Cathedrals, Interactive geography quiz - http://ilike2learn.com/

	Content Vocabulary
	· Humanism, perspective, patron, utopia, Protestantism, theocracy, vernacular, anti-Semitism, printing press

	Life Long Learning/ 21st Century Skills
	· Read critically
· Access and process information; 
· Communicate effectively


Unit II:  Scientific Revolution and the Age of Exploration  
	Essential Question:  How does new thinking and ambition change western perspective?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will be able to:

	· International differences in resources, productivity, and prices are the basis for international trade.

· Economic concepts and reasoning should be applied when evaluating historical and contemporary social developments and issues.

· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras.

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Chance events have important effects on history.

· Advances in communication and transportation impact globalization, cooperation and conflict, the environment, security, popular culture, political systems, and religion.

· The distribution of natural resources drives world trade and has global consequences.
	Assess the revolutionary nature of the scientific method and its challenge to existing ideas.

	
	Identify specific individuals who made progress in the sciences and explain the significance of those contributions.

	
	Describe how a variety of factors (scientific, political, economic, social., religious) led to global exploration.

	
	Analyze the impact of exploration and global trade on Europe.

	
	Explain how scientific thinking influenced people’s views of self and society.

	
	Apply reading, writing, speaking, listening, inquiry and research skills to the study of the scientific revolution and the Age of Exploration.


	Suggested Strategies
	· Compare impacts and issues of developments in globalization/technology today with those of this period; economics simulation; textbook readings; historical map work

	Suggested Assessments
	· Progressive map identification, testing, simulated historical writing, homework checks

	Suggested Resources
	· Galileo’s trial film, PBS Galileo website, textbook

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Interactive geography quiz - http://ilike2learn.com/; interactive site testing Galileo’s experiments http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/galileo/experiments.html

	Content Vocabulary
	· Joint stock company, Mercantilism, Scientific Method, Columbian exchange

	Life Long Learning/ 21st Century Skills
	· Access and process information

· Communicate effectively
· Collaborate and cooperate

· Produce quality work





Unit III:  Absolutism, Enlightenment, and the Age of Revolution

	Essential Question:  Why do people revolt?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras.

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen throughout history and help us understand the present and prepare for the future.

· There are specific features and patterns associated with different forms of government.

· The United States constitutional system incorporates democratic ideas and principles that were developed in Athens and Rome, the Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights and the Enlightenment. 
· Various systems of government confer different rights and responsibilities upon their citizens.

· Various individuals and groups propose solutions to current issues that are both relevant and logical from their own perspective.

· Economic concepts and reasoning should be applied when evaluating historical and contemporary social developments and issues.
	Analyze the benefits and drawbacks of absolutism.

	
	Explain how people applied new intellectual freedom to their understanding of society. 

	
	Apply the scientific method to societal issues.

	
	Trace the evolution of the concept of limited government and demonstrate how Enlightenment ideas are in evidence in the United States democratic system. 

	
	Identify the causes and patterns of revolution as illustrated by the English and French Revolutions.

	
	Evaluate what causes revolutions to succeed or fail.

	
	Apply reading, writing, speaking, listening, inquiry and research skills to the study of absolutism, the Enlightenment, and the Age of Revolution. 


	Suggested Strategies
	· Role play comparison of absolute monarchs; student created reports on absolutism and enlightenment, analyze the case studies of the English and French Revolutions. textbook reading

	Suggested Assessments
	· Progressive map identification, thesis paper, testing,  power points, homework checks

	Suggested Resources
	· Crane Brinton – The Anatomy of Revolution, Swift’s A Modest Proposal, primary sources – Hobbes, Locke, Declaration of Independence, Declaration of the Rights of Man,  Adam Smith – Wealth of Nations, textbook

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Interactive geography quiz – http://ilike2learn.com/

	Content Vocabulary
	· Divine right, separation of powers, natural rights, absolutism, left, right, center, moderate, radical, liberal, conservative, capitalism, legitimacy, pendulum theory of revolution, bourgeoisie, checks and balances, natural law, meritocracy, republic, constitutionalism, nationalism

	Life Long Learning 21st Century Skills
	· Read critically
· Core Ethical Values
· Communicate effectively
· Collaborate and cooperate

· Produce quality work


Unit IV:  Industrialization and the Road to Conflict
	Essential Question:  How does industrialization change society and the relationship between nations?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will be able to:

	· A country’s potential Gross Domestic Product depends on the quantity and quality of natural resources, the size and skills of the population, and the amount and quality of its capital stock.

· The scarcity of productive resources requires the development of economic systems to make decisions about how goods and services are to be produced and distributed.

· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras.

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Chance events have important effects on history.

· Global conflicts that are unable to be resolved through diplomacy may lead to war.

· Advances in communication and transportation impact globalization, cooperation and conflict, the environment, security, popular culture, political systems, and religion.

· The media influence common values and government; governments use the media to inform and influence.

· Boundaries are often subject to change as a result of many factors at the local, regional, national, and international levels.

· Discovery of and competition for resources leads to multiple conflicts.

· The distribution of natural resources drives world trade and has global consequences.
	Explain the circumstances that led to rapid growth of industrialization.

	
	Describe the effects of industrialization on society. (urbanization, growing infrastructure, expansion of market economy, growth of middle class…)

	
	Explain how industrialization and the expansion of a market economy leads to opposing theories about the role of government in the economy

	
	Explain how urbanization and the growth of a middle class leads to increased demands for political rights

	
	Explain how industrialization leads to competition for overseas territories and fosters nationalism.

	
	Describe the elements of nationalism and evaluate its benefits and costs.

	
	Explain how industrialism, nationalism, militarism, and imperialism shaped the outbreak of World War I.

	
	Evaluate the impact of industrialization on the experience of war.

	
	Apply reading, writing, speaking, listening, inquiry and research skills to the study of industrialization and the road to World War I.


	Suggested Strategies
	· Examination of primary resources (statistical analysis), textbook reading

	Suggested Assessments
	· Progressive map identification, analysis of primary sources, testing, homework checks

	Suggested Resources
	· Primary source readings, Communist Manifesto, poetry of Wilfred Owen, textbook

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· BBC website – World War I, Interactive geography quiz - http://ilike2learn.com

	Content Vocabulary
	· Nationalism, imperialism, communism, alliance system, balance of power, militarism, socialism, utilitarianism, conservatism, liberalism, suffrage, Laissez-Faire, Darwin, Marx

	Life Long Learning 21st Century Skills
	· Read critically
· Access and process information


Unit V:  The Clash of Ideologies – Russian Revolution, World War II & the Cold War

	Essential Question:  To what extent do conflicting ideologies shape the Western identity?

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will be able to:

	· Values and beliefs influence economic decisions in different societies.

· The scarcity of productive resources requires the development of economic systems to make decisions about how goods and services are to be produced and distributed.

· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras.

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen throughout history and help us understand the present and prepare for the future.

· There are specific features and patterns associated with different forms of government.

· Democracy is fragile and is dependent on other structures in society.

· Events in the national and global community have an impact on everyone.

· Global conflicts that are unable to be resolved through diplomacy may lead to war.

· Many different ethnic and religions groups have benefited from or been the target of government policy and programs.
· Boundaries are often subject to change as a result of many factors
· Push and pull factors cause people to emigrate and migrate from place to place.
	Compare and contrast the central tenets of classical liberalism, communism, and fascism.

	
	Analyze the extent to which the Russian Revolution fits the pattern of revolution.

	
	Explain why the attempts to establish collective security failed.  (Versailles)

	
	Explain why the conflicting ideologies in the 1920s and 1930s appealed to specific inter-war European populations. 

	
	Evaluate the degree to which certain circumstances can empower extremism and can lead to violations of human rights.

	
	Describe the causes, events, and results of World War II.

	
	Evaluate the impact of specific events and conflicting ideologies on current Western identity

	
	Evaluate how post-war crises led to an increasing division between eastern and western Europe.

	
	Apply reading, writing, speaking, listening, inquiry and research skills to the study of the Russian Revolution, World War II and the Cold War


	Suggested Strategies
	· Treaty of Versailles simulation; Case study: Spain; Brinton’s Theory of Revolution, Trace the experience of the war on individual countries, textbook reading;

	Suggested Assessments
	· Graphic organizers; Progressive map identification, testing, homework checks; Russian Revolution debate from Choices Unit

	Suggested Resources
	· Russian Revolution Choices Units; Political ideologies matrix, textbook

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Interactive geography quiz - http://ilike2learn.com/

	Content Vocabulary
	· Marshall Plan, communism, fascism, democracy, genocide, Warsaw Pact, NATO, Iron Curtain; Soviet

	Life Long Learning 21st Century Skills
	· Read critically
· Access and process information
· Communicate effectively
· Collaborate and cooperate
· Produce quality work
· Core Ethical Values
· Productive habits of mind


Unit VI:  Europe in the Era of the European Union
	Essential Question: How are the challenges faced by European countries similar to and different from the ones faced by the United States?  

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Boundaries are often subject to change as a result of many factors at the local, regional, national and international levels.

· The distribution of natural resources drives world trade and has global consequences.
· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen throughout history and help us understand the present and prepare for the future.

· Supranational organizations seek to coordinate global efforts to maintain security, protect human rights, improve living standards and resolve conflicts peacefully. 

· Government has taken increasing responsibilities in managing the economy and social organization.

· There are specific patterns and features associated with different forms of government.

· The knowledge of production, distribution, and consumption are integral to the analysis of public issues and the development of an economic plan.

· People in different cultures view current events and their causes and solutions from different perspectives.

· Countries and organizations respond to conflicts between forces of unity or diversity.

· Governmental policies can enable or disenfranchise individuals of different cultures from participating in a society and its economy.
	Identify the current state and supra-national structures of Europe 

	
	Identify the forces behind the creation of the European Union.

	
	Compare and analyze government and economic structures and philosophies of various European countries 

	
	Contrast key government and economic structures of Europe to those in the United States

	
	Analyze the effects of economic and political integration of the countries of Europe on its character and global role

	
	Apply reading, writing, speaking, listening, inquiry and research skills to the study of the European Union


	Suggested Strategies
	· Compare European country response to immigration with that of the United States, textbook reading

	Suggested Assessments
	· Progressive map identification, testing, homework checks, primary source analysis; thesis paper on current issue; debate on national identity vs. EU integration

	Suggested Resources
	· Current media sources, CIA Factbook, progressive map identifications; textbook; European Union Documents; Powerpoint from EU representative

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Interactive geography quiz - http://ilike2learn.com/; European Union website

	Content Vocabulary
	· European Union, NATO, Euro Zone, Maastrict Treaty, Common Market, Euro, Welfare state, economic integration

	Life Long Learning 21st Century Skills
	· Read critically
· Access and process information
· Communicate effectively
· Produce quality work
· Productive habits of mind
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